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Bracebridge Recreation, Parks & Trails Master Plan
Directions/Options For Recommendations 

Public Meeting | December 2017
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PROJECT OVERVIEW

➢ Recreation, Parks and Trails Master Plan to guide 
municipal planning in the sector (to 2032).

Identify strengths and challenges of 
current parks and recreation 

provision, and potential areas of 
improvement.

Create a vision and guiding principles 
for recreation, parks and trails

Identify trends that will influence the 
delivery of accessible, relevant and 

sustainable services

Infuse the principles of sustainability, 
accessibility and integration

Identify and assess the diverse needs 
and desires of the residents 

(permanent and seasonal, users and 
non‐users), commerce and community 

partners, and visitors; 

Utilization of recommendations to 
develop a prioritized implementation 

plan for capital investment

PROJECT GOALS
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PROJECT PROCESS

PROGRESS TO DATE

19 engagement activities 

around 700 public participants 

160 youth responses

7 Initial public and stakeholder meetings 

8 Council Advisory group meetings

1 Trails-focused session

Interviews with event organizers and staff 
interviews 

2 online surveys (public + user group)

1 Youth survey

PHASE 1 

Data Collection 
and Analysis

PHASE 2 

Community and 
Stakeholder 
Engagement 

(initiated)

PHASE 3

Interim 
Reporting

PHASE 4 

Consideration of 
Options 

PHASE 5 

Plan Options 
and Community 

Consultation

PHASE 6 

Master 
Plan Draft 
and Final
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WHAT WE HEARD FROM THE PUBLIC (ONLINE SURVEY) 

Under 18
1% 18-24 years

3%

25-34 years
16%

35-44 years
30%

45-54 years
18%

55-64 years
17%

65 or above
14%

Prefer not to 
answer

1%

What is your age category?

Couple with no 
dependent 

children
33%

Couple with 
one dependent 
child or more

45%

Single parent 
with one 

dependent 
child or more

3%

Adult living 
alone

9%

More than 1 
adult 

sharing a 
residence

4%

Extended 
family living 

together
6%

What description best fits your household?

➢Approximately 680 respondents participated 
in the online survey;

➢48% of respondents identified themselves as 
being permanent residents of the Town 
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Very satisfied with my experience Satisfied with my experience Neutral about my experience

Unsatisfied with my experience Very unsatisfied with my experience
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WHAT WE HEARD FROM THE PUBLIC  

Generally, how satisfied are you with the quality of the Town of Bracebridge’s indoor recreation facilities that you use?
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Generally, how satisfied are you with the quality of the Town of Bracebridge’s outdoor recreation facilities that you use?
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WHAT WE HEARD FROM THE PUBLIC  
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How would you rate your experiences with Bracebridge's 
parks and trails?

Unsatisfactory

Meets expectations

Exceeds
expectations

WHAT WE HEARD FROM THE PUBLIC  
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WHAT WE HEARD FROM THE PUBLIC  
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WHAT WE HEARD FROM THE YOUTH

>> Explore extreme 
sporting 

opportunities linked 
to trails and parks

>> Invest in 
outdoor rinks and 

programming 
around these 

facilities

>> Diversity in activity 
options (indoor and 

outdoor)
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Core Principles (Value Statements):

Ensuring age-friendly, accessible and inclusive recreation 
and leisure opportunities

Fostering a Community Development Model, volunteerism 
and partnerships

Investment in infrastructure based on principles of smart 
growth, business planning and risk-mitigation

Environmental stewardship & active transportation

• Facilities Renewal 
& Investment

Goal #1

• Prioritize and 
Enhance Outdoor 
Recreational 
Opportunities 
through Water 
Access, Parks and 
Trail Development

Goal #2

• Integrated and 
Responsive 
Programs and 
Services to 
Address Evolving 
Needs 

Goal #3

1

2

3

4

Goals & Objectives

“

”

Values & Priorities
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ARENA(S) ➢ The Town is committed to investing a new 
multi-use facility  that will include ice.

➢ Primetime utilization at the Memorial Arena is 
significant.

➢ Population growth is not expected to 
significantly impact the Town’s standard of 
provision.

➢ Based on standards, there is no immediate 
requirement to invest in second (net additional) 
ice pad over the planning timeframe. 

Directions: 

➢ The plan for indoor ice must address the future 
of the aging Memorial Arena. 
Decommissioning will be required.

➢ Options include 1) the sale of the Memorial 
Arena land for other uses; or 2) repurposing 
the site for other (outdoor) recreational uses.

Standards of indoor ice provision:
▪ Current: 1 indoor ice pad per 16,100 population;
▪ By 2031: 1 indoor ice pad per 20,700 population; 
▪ Target: 1 indoor ice pad per 10,000 to 20,000 

population.



OTHER INDOOR RECREATION
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➢ Demand for indoor aquatics and programs 
at the Sportsplex is growing.

➢ The current standard of indoor aquatic 
provision is acceptable and investment in a 
second indoor pool is not warranted at this 
time. 

➢ Community feedback and utilization trends 
indicate the following challenges with the 
Sportsplex:

➢ Competition for the use of meeting 
spaces; and 

➢ Some level of public dissatisfaction 
with shared weight room facility. 

Directions: 

Investment in a new multi-use facility will 
present opportunities to optimize the use of 
‘dry-land’ spaces at the Sportsplex. Potentially 
through: 

➢ Repositioning the weight room facility to 
facilitate greater public access to 
affordable fitness options.

➢ Enhancing the multi-use capacity of small 
community spaces at the Sportsplex (with 
investment in a fully equipped community 
hall as part of a new facility).
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Active Outdoors

• No apparent need for additional soccer 
fields. 

• Growth in demand for tennis and 
pickleball courts is anticipated. The 
Master Plan will contemplate 
opportunities for multi-use courts.

• There are no existing splash pads in the 
Town’s parks.

• Some existing playgrounds require 
renewal/replacement 

• Outdoor ice rinks and skating loops are 
well-used in the parks, and there is 
interest in re-configuring and/or 
expanding these opportunities.

• There is one existing stand-alone 
skateboard/scooter park and no other 
extreme sport facilities at other Town 
parks.

Skate/BMX parks

Splashpads

Sport Fields

Direction>> Opportunity to 
develop a splash/spray pad at 
a suitable park location. 

Direction >> Consider 
opportunities to invest in a 
skate/BMX park(s) at 
Waterfront or Community 
Park locations, and/or as part 
of the trail system.

Directions>> Develop 
additional baseball 
diamond capacity 
including: 

a) Repair/renewal of the 
existing hardball 
diamond at James W. 
Kerr Park and 
potentially 
transitioning this park 
to a multi-diamond 
hardball facility; and

b) Sustaining the quality 
and capacity of existing 
softball diamonds at 
Peake Fields.
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Parkland + Trails 

Parkland

Directions>>
• An organising framework for trails, 

with a hierarchy of trail types 
(guidelines and standards for 
maintenance etc.) is needed.

• Problems with wayfinding need to be 
addressed (i.e. implementation of a 
Wayfinding Strategy complete with 
branding).

• Investment in supporting facilities 
(parking, washrooms etc.).

Classification 1 Prioritized investment 2

Renewal and 
rehabilitation to 
address lifecycle 

requirements

3

Enhance use capacity 
based on need, 
standards and 

guidelines 

Trails

Directions>>
• Framework(s) needed to guide future 

acquisition of new parkland and 
design/development of existing park 
facilities.

• Town should continue to pursue high 
quality and innovative park designs.

• Priority park locations for 
design/development and 
renewal/rehabilitation  include: 

• Memorial Park;
• Annie Williams Memorial Park; 
• James W. Kerr Park;
• Bracebridge Bay Park etc. 

Playgrounds

Directions>> Implement a 
playground renewal plan. 
Invest in new locations 
based on a standard 1 within 
a 400m to 800m walking 
distance of residential 
dwellings as appropriate.

Exhibit: General Directions for Future Planning for Parks and Trails 
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