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Bracebridge is a growing community in the heart of beautiful Muskoka. 
Located less than two hours north of Toronto, it is a desirable location for 
entrepreneurs and business professionals who believe that it is possible to 
bridge success in business with fulfillment in life. Having the opportunity 
to serve as Mayor to this truly unique town has been one of the great 
experiences of my life.

Bracebridge is a place where inspiration, opportunity, lifestyle, community 
and prosperity come together. If you are looking to expand, start or 
re-locate your business, you’ll love the view from The Bridge.

The Bridge to Inspiration

The Bridge to Lifestyle

The Bridge to Community

The Bridge to Prosperity

The Bridge to Opportunity

See Your Future From The Bridge: Contact Us
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Graydon Smith,
Mayor,
Town of Bracebridge

TheBridgeToBiz.ca

Can’t wait for 
the weekend?

Move your business 
to Bracebridge!

• Zero Municipal 
Development Charges

• Community 
Improvement Grants 
& Loans

• Available  
Commercial Lands

• 1 Gig Internet Service

• Streamlined Site 
Approval Process



Toronto-born Andrew Collett spent many  
summers camping and canoeing in Muskoka, 
Algonquin and Georgian Bay where he grew 
an affinity to nature and the outdoors. After 
spending seven years in Bermuda, Andrew 
found himself trying to decide where he wanted 
to live next. Recognizing his passion for nature 
photography, he knew he had to be in an 
environment surrounded by the things he loved, 
and for him, that was Muskoka and Bracebridge.
     Starting as a nature photographer in 2003, 
Andrew created photographs and large canvas 
reprints that people could enjoy in their homes, 
offices or commercial settings. He eventually 
expanded his business to tap into the booming 
home décor and interior design industry, offer-
ing images at wholesale. In fact, you can hardly 
visit a hotel in the Bracebridge and Muskoka 
area without spotting a piece from his collection.
     Andrew originally opened a gallery in Port 
Carling and remained there for five years 

before closing it to open Pine Cliff Gallery, in 
Bracebridge. Pine Cliff Gallery now serves as a 
home for not only his work but also the artwork 
of other artists who share his passion for the 
beauty that surrounds us.
     Today Andrew Collett is a household name 
in Bracebridge, but he still has the opportunity 
to run his other business, a printing company, 
in the city of Toronto. Bracebridge is conve-
niently located on highway 11, which allows him 
to travel between Toronto and Bracebridge 
easily while still enjoying the countless perks of 
living in Bracebridge. 
     Would he ever move back to the city?  
“Never,” he says. What he loves the most about 
living in Bracebridge is the relaxed environ-
ment – in his words, “the pace here is the way 
life should be.” The people are friendly, the 
landscape is breathtaking and the opportunity 
is endless.
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The Muskoka Arts and Crafts Summer Show has 
been held in Bracebridge for more than half a century. 
Annually it attracts more than 20,000 visitors.

“My passion and inspiration is deeply rooted in nature, 
so moving from Toronto to Bracebridge was a 
‘no-brainer’ for me. I can run my businesses in both 
locations while still raising my children in a relaxed, 
stress-free environment. The pace of life here is the way 
life should be.”

Andrew Collett,
Photographer & Owner, 
Pine Cliff Gallery
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THE BRIDGE TO INSPIRATION



Childhood buddies Curt Dunlop and Jed Corbeil 
both left home after high school to pursue their 
dreams – Curt to Western University and Fan-
shawe College in London Ontario, and Jed to 
U of T and years of living abroad in Japan and 
Honduras. 
     In 2008 they discovered they could find 
their dreams right back where they started – in 
Bracebridge. The pair bought The Griffin Pub, 
which they immediately converted to craft beer 
taps to take advantage of a shared passion and 
the burgeoning craft beer market. 
     Offering a combination of local food, live 
music and small batch beer, the Griffin quickly 
became a destination for beer lovers and food-

ies alike, and a community hub. In 2009 they 
launched a local beer festival, Griffin Session 
Muskoka, that has grown to include many of the 
country’s best craft brewers and well-known 
musical acts. But the events business didn’t stop 
there. The close proximity to Toronto has meant 
that Curt and Jed have been able to expand 
their events business into the GTA and beyond, 
all while staying in Bracebridge where they say 
the lower cost of living, great tax base, strong 
school system, proximity to nature, pace of life 
and sense of community make it a far more 
appealing place to both raise their young 
families and build a profitable business. 
     As the Griffin Gastropub & Events has grown, 
and as the town of Bracebridge has grown 
around them, new doors are opening up for 
Curt and Jed who are expanding their business 
interests and have recently purchased the local 
health food store. 
     For this local pair the message is simple – 
you don’t have to choose between a great place 
to raise a family or a great place to build a 
business. Bracebridge offers all of it.
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“When we purchased The Griffin Pub during the 
summer of 2008 we had visions of a bohemian gathering 
place for people; where ideas would be shared, friend-
ships made and nurtured, music appreciated, and food 
& drink sourced locally. A few years into our dream, 
and we now bring craft beer to the largest festivals 
in the country and spend most of our time bringing 
music, beer and service to our customers at events 
of all shapes and sizes.”

Curt Dunlop and Jed Corbeil,
Co-Founders, 
The Griffin Gastropub
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THE BRIDGE TO LIFESTYLE



The journey started with Gary McMullen’s love 
of brewing his own unique beers; a hobby that 
quickly became his career when he left his job 
as an aerospace engineer. In 1996 Gary enlisted 
his good friend and fellow Muskoka native, 
Kirk Evans, to bring the dream of opening a 
cottage brewery to life.  Less than a year after 
kicking the doors of Muskoka Brewery open in 
Bracebridge, Kirk suddenly passed away in an 
accident. 
     In the wake of that tragedy there was no 
certainty that this new and growing microbrew-
ery could even go on.  But with the support of 
friends, family and the community, Gary and his 
small business persevered.  
     This, according to Gary, is how things are 
done in Bracebridge.  When someone is in need, 
people step in to help.  They rally around.  It’s 
that sense of community that he loves, and 
loves to foster within the doors of the brewery  
- now more than 100 people strong - 
and throughout the area where it operates.  It’s 
also why, when other breweries relocate to large 
urban centres as they outgrow their microbrew-
ery locations, Muskoka Brewery simply moved 

to a bigger space on the other side of town. 
     Twenty years later, as one of the fastest 
growing craft breweries in the country, Muskoka 
Brewery is staying true to its roots, to the 
community that supports it and to the beautiful 
region that inspires so much of how the organi-
zation operates, by staying in Bracebridge. From 
here Muskoka Brewery crafts and distributes 
more than a dozen products, including seasonal 
beers, throughout Ontario, the Maritimes and 
Upstate New York – producing an estimated 
50,000hl in 2015.
     Continuing to embody Bracebridge, where 
it’s all about caring, having fun, exploring and 
embracing the community around you is 
important to Muskoka Brewery. In Gary’s words, 
“we take all of this with us wherever we go. It’s 
in every one of us and in every bottle we brew.”
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“This special place of rugged beauty and freshwater 
lakes ignited our passion for discovery and shaped 
our resolve to always thirst for better. This small 
town with kind neighbours helped us along the way, 
instilled in us a sense of respect and caring, and fos-
tered our unhurried approach to crafting great beer. 
We take all of this with us wherever we go. It’s in 
every one of us and in every bottle we brew.”

Gary McMullen,
Founder,
Muskoka Brewery

THE BRIDGE TO COMMUNITY



Growing up in Ingersoll, a small town outside 
of London, Ontario, Chris White’s family often 
visited Muskoka and ever since his childhood he 
recalls wanting to live here.  But the challenge 
for Chris lay in finding a job that would bring 
him back to the area he loved so much. 
     In 2005 when he heard that Battlefield 
Equipment Rentals was opening a location in 
Barrie and then Bracebridge, he signed up in 
hopes to lead the charge.
     Today Chris operates the Bracebridge Battle-
field Equipment business with 11 employees and 
a long list of customers that extends across the 
Muskoka region and beyond. Opening a Brace-
bridge location was a strategic decision for this 
national CAT Rental Store that rents, sells and 
purchases new and used CAT equipment.   
     Besides Barrie, the closest Battlefield loca-
tion was in Sudbury and the extensive geog-
raphy in between was ripe for a provider to 
service the large and growing construction, 
equipment and manufacturing industry.

     Bracebridge was the right spot to access 
that wide swath of potential customers. 
Being centrally located on Highway 11 and 
at the cross section of the highways to the 
adjoining districts makes it easy for Battlefield 
to service points north, to the west throughout 
Parry Sound and east through Haliburton.
     The Town of Bracebridge welcomed Battle-
field with open arms at their grand opening and 
ribbon cutting ceremony, and continues to use 
Battlefield as their preferred supplier to this day. 
The people of Bracebridge welcomed Chris in 
the same way. Chris notes how much he loves 
that the people in this town talk to you and look 
you in the eye when doing so. 
     He loves that he gets all of the perks of 
small town living like affordable property and 
reasonable taxes but he can still get access to 
anything he wants in town or in Barrie less than 
an hour away.  As Chris White looks out his office 
window into the scenic forest beyond, he is 
reminded of why he has always loved Muskoka 
and has wanted to live here as long as he can 
remember – the peace, the solitude and the 
beautiful scenery.  
     Thanks to Battlefield and Bracebridge, 
Chris White is living the life he always imagined. 

“The people of Bracebridge really make this town. 
They are friendly and neighbourly. They talk to you 
and they look you in the eye when they do. Here I 
get all that I love about a small town and access to 
all of the amenities found in a bigger city.”

Chris White,
Rental Manager,
Battlefield Equipment Rentals
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THE BRIDGE TO COMMUNITY
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BRACEBRIDGE HAS...
3 successful summer camps 
  in the area
3 public golf courses 
  and 1 semi-private golf club
3 major parks
4 local beaches

An outdoor sports area and 
  skateboard park
A state-of-the-art 4 diamond ballpark
A modern sportsplex that features 
  swimming and therapy pools, 
  indoor walking track, climbing wall 
  and fitness rooms.
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“Growing up as a Muskoka kid, I knew how 
fortunate I was when every Labour Day my 
‘summer’ friends had to pack up and leave 
for another season. It seemed crazy to me, 
even at a young age that you would ever 
want to leave. Gavin and I share a passion for 
Muskoka and that passion energizes all of our 
projects. In an area rich in opportunity, we 
believe it’s the love of what we do and where 
we do it that defines our customer experience.”

Zach Allison, President 
& Gavin Hammond, Partner,
Propeller Fine Homes

     For these young businessmen, the state of 
the construction industry in the Bracebridge 
area has been good for their growing company. 
About a quarter of the Bracebridge population 
is employed in the broader construction indus-
try, so the access to talent, trades, materials 
and a local network of suppliers has been very 
beneficial. Further, being in the heart of one of 
North America’s most popular recreational areas 
and the business centre of Muskoka has insulated 
them from the dips that have happened in the 
industry in other parts of the country.
     The beauty, the opportunity and the community 
are the mix that helps Propeller Fine Homes 
succeed here in Bracebridge. That and a respect-
ful commitment to clients that they say is simply 
a reflection of the place they call home.
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Propeller Fine Homes founder and president 
Zach Allison actually turned down an opportu-
nity to surf every day and run a building busi-
ness in New Zealand to return to Bracebridge – 
nearby where he grew up - to start his high-end 
home building company.
     For Zach, it’s personal.  A licensed carpenter 
and entrepreneur who has lived and travelled 
the world, Zach decided to launch his business 
in Bracebridge in 2003 because there were few 
places he had encountered with such a strong 

trades economy but also shone as a community 
fit to raise a family. “When we decided it was 
time to start a family, I couldn’t think of a better 
place for my kids to call home,” he says.
     Bracebridge in the heart of Muskoka and 
all that the region offers, also allows Zach to 
pursue his personal belief that staying healthy 
and active provides him the focus, energy and 
positivity to achieve success. 
     In 2008 he was joined by Gavin Hammond, 
another local boy who returned home after 
many years away, to raise his family in Brace-
bridge. They branded the company Propeller 
Fine Homes and set out to create high-end 
lakefront homes and cottages that are a reflec-
tion of the magnificence of the landscape that 
surrounds them. In Gavin’s words, “nature is our 
religion and Muskoka is our Mecca.”  
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THE BRIDGE TO PROSPERITY
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When Elise Boyer first moved to Bracebridge it 
was for love – not for the town, but for a man 
who came into her Huntsville store VERANDA 
shopping for white wicker furniture for his 
Bracebridge home. Months later, they eloped in 
Vancouver and once back in Muskoka, she sold 
the business she had operated for more than a 
decade, and moved to Bracebridge.
     After six months running her design services 
business on-line but missing the physical pres-
ence of the bricks and mortar store and the 
interaction she enjoyed with customers, she 
bought a heritage building on historic Manitoba 
Street in Bracebridge. Her retail and design 
business VERANDA was re-born and Elise hasn’t 
looked back.  
     She restored the 1904 building, including 
wood panels and high tin ceiling of its second 
story. After only one year, she bought an adja-
cent building to bring its empty storefront back 
to life, too. “Why not” Elise asks, “when there is 

so much opportunity?” 
     The enthusiasm of Bracebridge officials for 
revitalizing the downtown core has contribut-
ed to her accelerating business. A combination 
loan-and-grant program is helping fund façade 
renewal and other upgrades to her buildings 
and others in the community.
     Bracebridge, she has discovered, has extensive 
market pull. Former customers from Huntsville 
and north Muskoka readily make the half-hour 
drive, while new customers arrive from other 
communities for something they can’t get else-
where.   
     Her clients for home design are a mix of long- 
time locals, summer residents and new arrivals 
relocating or retiring from city jobs to the easier 
pace of life in a setting of scenic splendor.
     For Elise Boyer, a love in Bracebridge has 
turned into a love of Bracebridge where she 
is building her business and rejuvenating the 
downtown core at the same time.  

“I’ve relocated my retail and design business to 
Bracebridge and have been on an accelerating 
trajectory ever since.”

Elise Boyer,
Proprietor, 
VERANDA 
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Bracebridge offers a wide variety of 
grants and interest-free loans through 
the comprehensive Community 
Improvement Plan. 

A Tax Increment Grant is available 
to property owners whose municipal 
property taxes have increased as a 
result of substantial new development 
or reconstruction.

THE BRIDGE TO PROSPERITY
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Entrepreneurial skills – including leadership and innovation – are 
essential to the success of graduates entering today’s workforce. 
At Georgian Muskoka, located in Bracebridge, they believe in the 
importance of shaping tomorrow’s job creators.
     They do this by providing students and graduates with the critical 
thinking skills they need to create, think and do. Bracebridge, in 
the heart of Muskoka, allows outdoor enthusiasts to obtain their 
post-secondary education while taking advantage of everything 
Bracebridge has to offer including spectacular scenery, pristine 
lakes, vast parks and trails.
     Georgian Muskoka continues to expand their suite of applied 
learning experiences, creating more flexible pathways that are 
responsive to community and employer needs and incorporate 
entrepreneurship learning outcomes into their career-focused 
programs. The campus features a 7,000 square-foot skilled trades 
facility, updated computer labs and multimedia classrooms.
     Bracebridge has opportunities in abundance, and Georgian 
College’s Muskoka Campus is a great example. They meet local 
demands for health care, skilled trades and service sector 
employment training. With a mix of almost 800 full and part-
time students, its class sizes allow for a personalized education 
experience.  
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“Our aim is to work with the community our 
campus serves and integrate the needs of our local 
business and community partners into all of the 
programs we offer.”

Bonnie DeWitt,
Campus Manager, 
Georgian College Muskoka Campus

THE BRIDGE TO OPPORTUNITY
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SEE YOUR FUTURE 
FROM THE BRIDGE.

For more information about Bracebridge, 
contact the Economic Development Branch:

Randy Mattice,
Manager of Economic Development, 
Town of Bracebridge
705-645-6319 ext. 282
rmattice@bracebridge.ca

We provide the following services:

• Confidential site selection assistance
• Liaison with various levels of government
• Streamlined development process
• Business networking
• Information and Statistics

Upon completing his post-graduate degree 
in Toronto, Randy was offered high-level jobs 
in New York City and Toronto, as well as the 
opportunity to run a resort in Huntsville. Tired 
of the busy hustle-and-bustle of the city and 
longing to raise a family in a place that mirrored 
the small town values of his hometown of Deep 
River, Ontario, he took the job in Huntsville.
     Once he was there and called it home, he 
wasn’t going to leave. In 1993, after five years of 
running the 5-star resort, Randy switched gears 
and entered the pipeline business where he 
quickly climbed the corporate ladder. In 2008, 
with 15 years of experience under his belt, Ran-
dy built a local development team to invent an 
innovative pipeline cleaning and rehabilitation 
technology (called the TomahawkTM System) 
that allowed him to open his own business, 
Envirologics Engineering Inc, located in 
Bracebridge.

     Envirologics Engineering Inc. now employs 
a small but mighty team of engineers, geologists, 
technicians and project managers and distributes 
the TomahawkTM System technology across 
Canada and into the U.S. Envirologics has also 
received interest from prospects in Australia, 
China, Hungary and the United Kingdom.
     Through his various business ventures Randy 
has had the opportunity to travel the world, 
and to him there is no better place to live than 
Bracebridge. It offers all of the lifestyle elements 
– community, peace of mind, solitude, adventure – 
one could ask for while still having the close 
proximity to the larger cities when necessary.
     Bracebridge was home to Randy from the 
second he got there and he knew he would 
never leave, even if it meant having to literally  
create a job that would allow him to stay.

“From the second I moved to Bracebridge I knew I 
was home and I was never going to leave… even if 
it meant having to invent an engineering technology 
to do it.”

Randy Cooper,
President, 
Envirologics Engineering Inc.
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1Gig Internet speed is available 
in Bracebridge.

THE BRIDGE TO OPPORTUNITY
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