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PROGRAM

Town Crier's Greeting............ Bruce Kruger & Escort Lynn

Welcome and Call to Order..................... Mayor, R. Maloney
Land Acknowledgement

INErOAUCTION e, Councillor, A. Buie

Mayor’'s Award of Excellence.................. Mayor, R. Maloney

Community Service Awards

Jan Olssen,
Bracebridge Outstanding Volunteer Award

Sharon Davis,
Bracebridge Senior of the Year

Gary Denniss,
Bracebridge Award of Merit

John De Koning,
Bracebridge Good Citizenship Award

Mary-Lou Matchett,
Bracebridge Volunteer Service Award

Gail Jackson,
Bracebridge Volunteer Service Award

Community Sport Awards

Sydney Freeman,
Jim Quigley Memorial Athlete of the Year

Jacquelin Hanna,
Bracebridge Community Coach of the Year

Closing Remarks......ececeeeeesees Stuart McKinnon
Confirming By-LaW.....cccoeeeeeeeeeeene. Mayor, R. Maloney
AdJOUrNMENT....ieceeeeeeee e, Mayor, R. Maloney

ReceptioN... e Muskoka Leon’s Auditorium
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The Bracebridge Horticulture Society

The Mayors Award of Excellence

Since 1932, the Bracebridge Horticultural Society has been
inspiring and beautifying the Bracebridge commmunity. They are
responsible for the care of numerous lush gardens throughout
the community, including the Rotary Centennial Gardens, the
Community Herb Garden, garden beds throughout Memorial
Park and J D Lang Park, and the gardens at the Active Living
Centre and the Carnegie Building. In 2000, the Millennium
Garden, located on Ecclestone Drive, was installed by the

Horticultural Society, and was doubled in size the following year.

They have always made a positive impact in their community,
making parade floats, encouraged the community to garden
through contests, workshops, and educational series, purchased
books for the library, helped start the seed library, and have

planted and cared for countless plants all around Bracebridge.

The Bracebridge Horticultural Society is committed to educating
and beautifying their community. They continue to inspire the
next generation by sponsoring a bursary program for
Bracebridge High School students who are continuing their

studies in horticulture, agriculture, or environmental science.

Thank you to all the Bracebridge Horticultural Society volunteers
who continue to make Bracebridge a beautiful community, and
are dedicated to educating their neighbours on the value of

plants.



Jan Olssen,

Bracebridge Outstanding Volunteer Award

Jan has been dedicating his time to the betterment of our
community for over 50 years and has positively impacted the lives
of countless young people through his mentorship and coaching.
Jan has helped coach future athletes in a number of sports, such
as hockey, rowing, track and field, volleyball, and his main
passion, basketball. He remmembers every game he has coached,
has kept original scoresheets, and can even recite game stats.
His passion and dedication has shaped generations of athletes in
the Bracebridge community, and has inspired many to never
stop learning and growing. Though his coaching career is coming
to an end, Jan has started studying songwriting and hopes to

continue working with the youth teaching music.

Sharon Davis,

Bracebridge Senior of the Year

Sharon has been a dedicated volunteer in Bracebridge for well
over a decade, and has been a part of numerous organizations.
From serving as the Volunteer Coordinator for the Bracebridge
Hospital, to assisting with all things plants in the Bracebridge
Horticultural Society, she has always found a way to get involved
in helping out her community. Sharon has played a key role in
the Bracebridge United Church’'s “Out of the Cold” program,
ensuring nobody is without a warm meal when they need it
most. Sharon is a selfless and dedicated volunteer who has

proved she will do anything she can to assist her fellow

neighbors.




Gary Denniss,

Bracebridge Award of Merit

Gary's roots are Muskokan through and through, with many of
his ancestors being pioneers in the community. Gary has
followed in their footsteps, and has helped ensure their stories,
and those of the Bracebridge community, are documented to be
enjoyed by future generations. Though he has written over 60
books, “A Brief History of the Schools in Muskoka” and “The
Historic Routes of Bracebridge” are two that he is particuarly
proud of as they both detail two important aspects of
Bracebridge's history. Gary has also spent numerous years
volunteering at the Pines and managing the Langford Cemetery.
He is also committed to his work with the New Hope Free
Methodist Church in Bracebridge, and has dedicated much of his
life to the Bracebridge community.

John De Koning,

Bracebridge Good Citizenship Award

John has been a lifelong volunteer, and began volunteering in
Bracebridge after he moved here in 1993. He started with the
OMHA, earning himself “Coach of the Year”, and joined the
Rotary Club of Muskoka-Lakes where he played a significant role
in their fundraising efforts over the 18 years he was a member.
Through his OPP career, John dedicated much of his time
volunteering; helping to initiate and train the new Victim
Services and local OPP Aukxiliary Unit. Along with his family, John
has fundraised and donated to numerous causes in the
Bracebridge and Muskoka community, including installation of
playground equipment and benches, and to Hospice Muskoka.
John has taken the word “volunteer” to the next level, and his
dedication to not only Bracebridge, but every community he is

part of is inspirational.
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Mary-Lou Matchett,

Bracebridge Volunteer Service Award

Mary Lou has been a dedicated volunteer in our community for
many years. She spends her time sharing music, compassion, and
kindness with others through her volunteer work at Castlepeak,
where she has served weekly for about five years, and in the
Solarium at South Muskoka Hospital's north wing for the past two
years. Her connection to music began in childhood, playing piano for
residents at the Pines alongside her mother, who worked there. That
early joy in bringing happiness to others inspired a lifelong love of
volunteering. When her late husband, Doug, was a resident at the
Pines, Mary Lou continued to share music there for five years. She is
also the proud founder of the Cancer Dancers fundraisers, where
she played in the band at every event, and contributed to the
restoration of the historic Segwun. Mary Lou's caring spirit continues
to uplift everyone she meets.

Gail Jackson,

Bracebridge Volunteer Service Award

Scouter Gail Jackson has been a cornerstone of 1st Bracebridge
Scouting for 33 years. A proud Wood Badge | and Il recipient, Gail's
leadership has touched every section — from Beavers to Venturers —
and she continues to bring her energy to weekly Colony meetings.
As Group Commissioner, fundraiser, event registrar, and kitchen
volunteer, Gail ensures youth have opportunities to camp, learn, and
grow through experiences like Jamborees, Beaverees, and
community events such as Beaver Buggy and Kub Kar rallies. Her
dedication extends beyond Scouting, having also volunteered over
32 years with Minor Ball. Gail's commitment to service shines
through in her family, her community presence, and the smiles of
youth who remember her impact. We honour Scouter Gail for her
remarkable decades of leadership, volunteerism, and unwavering

Scouting spirit.
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Jim Quigley Memorial Athlete of the Year

Sydney Freeman,

Sydney's journey began in grade 9, sparked by a bold first attempt at
hurdles and remarkable achievement at OFSAA. Inspired by early
success, she continued to excel, joining a club and discovering new
levels of opportunity and gratitude in sport. She came third at the
Canadian Nationals and second at the Canada summer games in
400m hurdles. Her story reflects the steady encouragement of key
mentors: Kristy Mulligan, whose guidance introduced her to track,
and Corbey Kent, who offered unwavering support and practical
assistance. Donna Clark of Quest Sports recognized her talent from
the start, providing the foundation for growth and celebrating her
successes. The athlete's heartfelt appreciation extends to her parents
for their devotion and her friends for their joyous encouragement.
This award celebrates not just individual accomplishment, but the
vital role of community, coaching, and friendship on her inspirational

path.

Jacquelin Hanna,

Bracebridge Community Coach of the Year

Jacquelin has been involved in sports for most of her life and has
always pushed herself to succeed. At 16, she represented Canada at
the Junior Pan American Games for karate, an accomplishment that
would set the tone for her drive and determination throughout her
life. She has spent countless hours volunteering with the Muskoka
Bears Junior C Team as their head trainer. Her drive and
commitment to the team has created a new goal for her; to have
them bring home the Schmalz Cup. Jacquelin’s continuous support
and leadership has helped them succeed and grow like never before.
The Bracebridge sports community is very lucky to have such an

amazing coach like Jacquelin to support young athletes.
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BRACEBRIDGE TOWN COUNCIL
Mayor Rick Maloney

Deputy Mayor Brenda Rhodes
Councillor Archie Buie
Councillor Barry Hammond
Councillor Barb McMurray
Councillor Don Smith
Councillor Andrew Struthers
Councillor Tatiana Sutherland

Councillor Debbie Vernon
COMMUNITY RECOGNITION COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Councillor Archie Buie (Committee Chair)
Larry Archibald
David Bruce-Patterson
Stuart McKinnon
Nancy Thompson

Special Thanks to:
Award Nominators

Lake of Bays Brewing Company

We would love to hear from you, use the QR code to submit feedback




